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Acts 2:37-47 

Verses 37-41 

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and 
the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for 
all whom the Lord our God will call.” 
40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save 
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message 
were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 

• When the crowd heard Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, they asked 
how they should respond to what they heard because his words touched 
them. 

• Peter gave them a two-step process to follow. Step one was to repent. 
Repent means to change one’s mind or attitude. In this case, they needed 
to change their minds about who Jesus was. They needed to believe that 
Jesus was the Christ. Christ is the Greek word for the Hebrew, Messiah. 
They needed to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, and they needed to 
believe that he was God. They were to confess their sins to him that their 
sins might be forgiven. This was a Jewish audience. Jews believed that only 
God had the power to forgive sin. In coming to Jesus to forgive their sin, 
they were confessing that they believed him to be God. Step two was to be 
baptized. Water baptism is the outward declaration of faith in Jesus as 
Christ. Their repentance could not be secret. Baptism was a public 
declaration of what they believed about Jesus. 

• Peter promised that all who responded to Jesus in this way would be 
forgiven of their sins and would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
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• Peter said that this offer was made to those who heard him, to their 
children, and to those far and near who heard the message. 

• That day 3000 people responded to Peter’s message and were baptized. 
 
Verses 42-47 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many 
wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together 
and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to 
anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the 
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and 
sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the 
Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

• Following their acceptance of Jesus as Messiah, the new converts faithfully 
learned from the Apostles about Jesus and his teaching. They ate their 
meals together with other Christians and spent much time together with 
the Church. 

• Many signs and wonders were done among them. 
• The new Christians believed that their possessions were gifts from God 

given for the benefit of the entire Church. So, they often sold possessions 
to help others who were in need. 

• At first, they continued to meet in the Temple courts. They met every day. 
They celebrated the Lord’s Supper, “broke bread,” in their homes with their 
Christian friends in thanksgiving to God. 

• New Christians joined the Church as they were baptized. 
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