
1 
 

Exegetical Notes, Acts 3:1-10 
“The Sign” 

Prepared by Charles H. Jensen, Pastor, Cornerstone Fellowship 
101 Kylies Road, Coatesville, PA 19320 

610-384-1375 
charleshjensen@aol.com 

 

Acts 3:1-10 

Verses 1-5 
One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time of prayer—at 
three in the afternoon. 2 Now a man who was lame from birth was being carried 
to the temple gate called Beautiful, where he was put every day to beg from 
those going into the temple courts. 3 When he saw Peter and John about to 
enter, he asked them for money. 4 Peter looked straight at him, as did John. Then 
Peter said, “Look at us!” 5 So the man gave them his attention, expecting to get 
something from them. 

• On this day, Peter and John, two of Jesus’ disciples who were Apostles in 
the Church, were going into the temple in Jerusalem to pray. Regular times 
of prayer in the temple were at nine in the morning and at three in the 
afternoon. This happened as they came for the afternoon time of prayer. 

• They entered the temple through the Beautiful Gate, also called the 
Nicanor Gate. It was on the east side of the temple between the court of 
the Gentiles and the court of the women.  

• A man who was lame from birth, born unable to walk, was brought to this 
gate daily to beg for money. Begging was his profession. When the man 
saw Peter and John he asked them to give him some money.  

• Peter looked at the man and said to him, “Do we look like we have any 
money to give to you. But his response caused the man to be hopeful 
simply because they did not ignore him.  

 
Verses 6-10 
Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” 7 Taking him by the right hand, he 
helped him up, and instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong. 8 He 
jumped to his feet and began to walk. Then he went with them into the temple 
courts, walking and jumping, and praising God. 9 When all the people saw him 
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walking and praising God, 10 they recognized him as the same man who used to 
sit begging at the temple gate called Beautiful, and they were filled with 
wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. 

• Peter told the man that neither he nor John had money for him, but such as 
they did have they would give him. Peter then told the man to stand up and 
walk in the name of Jesus. He took the man by his right hand and helped 
him up.  

• The man’s feet and ankles were healed.  
• He went into the temple through the court of the women and entered the 

court of Israel, the place where Hebrew men in good standing gathered. He 
made a commotion there, walking and jumping, and praising God. 

• He was recognized as the beggar who was always at the Beautiful Gate 
begging. And everyone who knew him was surprised and wondered about 
what had happened to him.   
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