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Acts 4:23-31 
 
Verses 23-30 
 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all 
that the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, 
they raised their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, 
“you made the heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 
25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father 
David: 
“‘Why do the nations rage 
    and the peoples plot in vain? 
26 The kings of the earth rise up 
    and the rulers band together 
against the Lord 
    and against his anointed one.’ 
27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the 
people of Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom 
you anointed. 28 They did what your power and will had decided beforehand 
should happen. 29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to 
speak your word with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and 
perform signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 

• After being threatened by the leaders of the Jews in the Sanhedrin (See 
notes on Acts 4:1-22), Peter and John were released. They went back to the 
place where the new Church was gathering, maybe the upper room where 
they had eaten the last supper or to Solomon’s Colonnade in the Temple 
(see Acts 3:11). They told the Church all that had happened to them. When 
the Church heard the story, they prayed together. 

• In their prayer they first acknowledged that God is the sovereign Lord of 
heaven and earth by right of creation. Since he made them they are his and 
are under his control. 
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• Secondly, they acknowledged that the Holy Spirit had shown these things to 
King David and that David had written them down (See Psalm 2:1-2). The 
Holy Spirit had told them through David that the nations would rise up 
against the Messiah and against his people. Pontius Pilate, The Gentiles, 
and even the leaders of Israel had conspired together against Jesus, the 
Messiah, just as God had said.  

• Thirdly, they prayed that despite the threats of the nations, God would 
empower them, through the Holy Spirit, to proclaim the truth about Jesus. 
They asked for confirming signs to prove that their words were true. 

 
Verse 31 
After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 

• When they had finished praying, the place where they had gathered was 
shaken, probably by an earthquake. This was the sign to confirm to them 
that their prayer had been heard.  

• Then the Holy Spirit fell on them again and they began to speak the word of 
God boldly. Despite the warnings not to do so from Israel’s High Court, they 
continued to preach and to tell people about Jesus. 
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