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Acts 5:1-11 
 
Verses 1-2 
Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of 
property. 2 With his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for 
himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles’ feet. 

• To properly understand this passage of Scripture the reader should review 
the Exegetical Notes prepares for Acts 4:32-37. There, it is explained that it 
was the practice of the early Christians to hold their possessions for the 
common good. They held what God had given in trust for his use as proper 
stewards. Barnabas, an early leader in the Church, felt called by God to sell 
a parcel of land which he owned and give the proceeds to the Apostles for 
the common good of the Church. 

• Another man, Ananias, who was also a leader in the Church followed the 
example set by Barnabas. He, with his wife’s full agreement, sold a parcel of 
land which they owned. They presented a portion of the proceeds they 
received for the land to the Apostles, but they told the Church that they 
were doing just as had Barnabas. They presented the gift of money to the 
Apostles saying that it was the entire amount they had received, but it was 
not. 

 
Verses 3-4 
Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you 
have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you 
received for the land? 4 Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? And after it 
was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? What made you think of doing 
such a thing? You have not lied just to human beings but to God.” 

• Ananias and Sapphira, owned the parcel of land and it was theirs to use as 
they saw fit. The problem was their attempt to deceive others and, in 
particular, the Apostles and God. 
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Verses 5-6 
When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who 
heard what had happened. 6 Then some young men came forward, wrapped up 
his body, and carried him out and buried him. 

• When Peter confronted Ananias, letting Ananias know that he was aware of 
the deception, Ananias dropped dead.  

• His death impressed the Church with the knowledge that they should not 
attempt to deceive God, the Apostles, or the other members of the Church. 

• Ananias was carried off and buried. 
 
Verses 7-11 
About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 
8 Peter asked her, “Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?” 
“Yes,” she said, “that is the price.” 
9 Peter said to her, “How could you conspire to test the Spirit of the Lord? Listen! 
The feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will 
carry you out also.” 
10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came 
in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 
11 Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events. 

• Three hours after Ananias had been buried, Sapphira arrived. She did not 
know what had happened to her husband and so felt compelled to 
continue the lie he and she had conspired to tell. When asked by Peter if 
the amount they had given was equal to what they had received for the 
land, she confirmed that it was. 

• Peter confronted her in the same way he had Ananias just as those who 
had been sent to bury Ananias returned from the task. 

• Like her husband, Sapphira dropped dead. The implication is that she would 
have been spared this fate had she chosen to be honest. She, also, was 
carried out and buried. 

• The Church was impressed with these events. The lesson was to be honest. 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled A Very Bad Example.  They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 


