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ADVENT & CHRISTMAS EVENTS
Friday, November 30

CAROLING AT HIBERNIA MANSION
You are invited to join us as we carol at Hibernia Mansion for those who
will be attending the Mansion tour. We sing from approximately 6:30-
9pm. Remember to dress warmly.

Saturday, December 1
DECORATING THE “HOUSE”

Dr J is looking for folks who will help prepare the church for Advent &
Christmas by decorating the “house.” If you would like to help, the
decorating will begin at 9:00am on Saturday, December 1. Come and
help.

Sunday, December 2
CHRISTMAS CONCERT

You are invited to come to Cornerstone’s annual Christmas Program.
This year we will again share in the JOY of the Christmas season through
this service of word and song. You won’t want to miss this highlight of the
Advent/Christmas season.
THAT’S THIS SUNDAY – Sunday, December 2, at 4pm.

SO – please invite your friends, family and neighbors to join you for this
special Christmas program. Following the program will be a time of
refreshment and fellowship. Come one, come ALL! FREE tickets are  still
available for you to use in inviting your friends!

Monday, December 3
SWAG NIGHT

Ladies & Men -- are you looking forward to SWAG night? The date is
Monday, December 3. Come to the church to create your own holiday
swag, Bring your greens, ribbons, decorations, etc., (there will also be
some supplies available to share) and enjoy this evening of fellowship
and creation. We had a GREAT time last year. Plan on coming this year.
It’s OK to bring a friend. Sign up NOW so we have an idea of how many
to set up for. 

Wednesday, December 12
PUNK ROCK CHRISTMAS PARTY

Come to the church at 7pm for a GREAT TIME of worshiping and
caroling. EVERYONE SHOULD COME!!!! (Please bring an appetizer or
a dessert to share.) Bring your FRIENDS!

Friday-Saturday, December 14-15
SUPPER WITH THE SHEPHERDS
& A NIGHT UNDER THE STARS

Friday, December 14, at 6pm. Children in grades K through 5  are invited
to have Supper with the Shepherds and spend A Night Under the Stars
(a lock-in at the church), culminating the next morning at Breakfast with
the Wise Men. Register by December 12.

Saturday, December 15
BREAKFAST WITH THE WISE MEN

All children up through 5  grade are invited to come to the church toth

enjoy breakfast with our special guests, Balthazar, Gaspar and
Melchior. Bring your FRIENDS - that includes Mom & Dad. The time is
9am!

Saturday, December 22
CHRISTMAS WITH THE CORD

Come to the church at 7pm for an evening of Christmas music with The
CORD. What a perfect way to truly prepare our hearts and minds for the
Christ-child’s birth after the hustle and bustle of the busy Advent season.

Monday, December 24
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

A FAMILY CHRISTMAS SERVICE
Bring the whole family at 6pm as the children of Cornerstone present a
Christmas Pageant.

CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION
Come to the church at 11pm as we will gather around the Lord’s Table
for a service of candles, carols and readings from scripture as we
welcome in the day of our Lord’s birth.
This very special service is also an opportunity for you to invite family and
friends to join you!  
THIS IS THE VERY BEST WAY TO BEGIN YOUR CHRISTMAS
CELEBRATION!

WHAT GOD HAS DONE
The Christmas story is really very simple. As we gather during this
season we celebrate the birth of God in the form of a human being. This
birth occurs in the most humble and simplistic setting that we can
imagine.

It is probably the simplicity of the event combined with the improbability
of the characters that makes it sometimes difficult to be moved or
inspired. After all, we live in a modern time and we are filled with a kind
of sophistication that makes us immune to such happenings. Such
stories were for primitive people, not for people of the 21  century like usst

– Right????

For those of us unmoved or even bored by this season (Christmas) and
for those who have concluded that Christmas is only for children, Please
consider the following contemporary parable.

I want to introduce you to a very good person. Bill is a thoughtful and
loving father and husband. He is a thoughtful and considerate friend. Bill
is noted for integrity in his personal life and in business matters.

However, at Christmas time, he had a problem. He simply could not buy
this story of God becoming human and all of the accompanying
celebration. He could not even bring himself to “pretend for the sake of
the children.” His integrity would permit no phony displays.

On Christmas Eve, his family was eagerly preparing to attend worship
services. Bill’s children were singing in the choir and he wanted to hear
them. But, no, he could not. He would not compromise himself. He was 
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convinced that to maintain his self-worth, he must remain at home that
evening.

A short time passed after his family left, and it began to snow. He sat in
his chair, turned on television, noting that the pace of the snow was
quickening. A toasty fire next to him added a sense of coziness and
serenity.

Bill dozed off for a few moments. Then, suddenly, a noise awakened him.
He looked outside and saw nothing. He concluded that snow must be
falling off the roof.

He returned to his chair. Soon he heard another noise which sounded like
scratching. “Somebody is playing a trick on me” he thought, as he looked
out the window. But he still saw nothing. However, he kept hearing the
sounds.

Finally, Bill opened the front door and saw three small kittens, huddled
together. Someone had dropped them at his door. Bill loved animals so
he gently brought them into the house.  They were cold and hungry and
frightened. He took them next to the fire and went to find them some
food.

When he returned with some milk, THEY WERE GONE! But, he could
hear them scampering around the house. They were not playing, they
were AFRAID of Bill.

Bill tried to entice them with food, but they would not come. He tried to
ignore them, but they kept their distance. Trying to get them to play, he
dangled a ball of yarn near them, but with fearful eyes they looked at him
from a safe distance.

Finally, he tried to chase them, but they were much too fast. The kittens
scattered all over the house. Bill was worn out and frustrated. He meant
them no harm. He wondered what he could do to make them trust him.

He thought, “I wish I could be one of them and speak to them. I could tell
them that I love them. I could show them that I want the very best for
them. All I want to do is to love them, feed them and care for them. What
do I have to do?”

About that time, he heard the chimes of the church proclaiming the birth
of Christ. As he sat on the living room floor with six scared eyes looking
at him, HE UNDERSTOOD, FOR THE FIRST TIME, what God has done
for us.

The message of Christmas is that God comes to us, on our level, on our
terms in order to love us and care for us.

ADVENT

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. –
Matthew 3:2
God was coming to live among his people. John the Baptist was sent to
prepare the way of the Lord. John proclaimed “a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins” (Luke 3:3). During Advent we confess our
sins, acknowledging that we need the Savior born in Bethlehem. In
humble repentance we prepare to welcome the Lamb of God, the Lamb
who came to die on the cross as the sacrifice for the sins of the world.

The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice – Psalm 97:1
During Advent, at home and in church, we light candles on Advent
wreaths to mark the passing weeks. The candle for the third Sunday of
Advent is often a pink or rose color to represent our joyful anticipation of
Christ’s birth. Its symbolism comes from the Scripture reading appointed
for that day: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice”
(Philippians 4:4).

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited

and redeemed his people – Luke 1:68
Our Advent season of waiting lasts only four weeks. The Old Testament
people of God waited for centuries for the coming of the Messiah, the
Redeemer of Israel. When the time was right, “God sent forth his Son,

born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the
law” (Galatians 4:4-5). During Advent, we, too, wait for the fulfillment of
Jesus’ promise, “Surely I am coming soon” (Revelation 22:20). As God’s
redeemed people, we offer up our Advent prayer, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

THROUGH THE BIBLE IN A YEAR
CONGRATULATIONS! For those of you who have taken this opportunity
and have been following the reading schedule – at the end of December
you will have completed the entire Bible
December

1   Hosea 1 & 2; Revelation 1
2   Hosea 3 & 4; Revelation 2
3   Hosea 5 & 6; Revelation 3
4   Hosea 7 & 8
5   Hosea 9 & 10
6   Hosea 11 & 12; Revelation 4
7   Hosea 13 & 14; Revelation 5
8   Joel 1-3; Revelation 6
9   Amos 1& 2; Revelation 7
10 Amos 3 & 4; Revelation 8
11 Amos 5 & 6
12 Amos 7-9
13 Obadiah; Revelation 9
14 Jonah 1 & 2; Revelation 10
15 Jonah 3 & 4; Revelation 11
16 Micah 1 & 2; Revelation 12
17 Micah 3 & 4; Revelation 13
18 Micah 5-7
19 Nahum 1-3
20 Habakkuk 1-3; Revelation 14
21 Zephaniah 1-3; Revelation 15
22 Haggai 1-2; Revelation 16
23 Zechariah 1 & 2; Revelation 17
24 Zechariah 3 & 4; Revelation 18
25 Zechariah 5 & 6
26 Zechariah 7 & 8
27 Zechariah 9 & 10; Revelation 19
28 Zechariah 11 & 12; Revelation 20
29 Zechariah 13 & 14; Revelation 21
30 Malachi 1 & 2; Revelation 22
31 Malachi 3 & 4

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be
on His shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His
government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s
throne and over His kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice
and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD
Almighty will accomplish this (Isaiah 9:6-7).
Check out the names of this God-promised, virgin-born Son! What do
they mean to you?

Wonderful Counselor (Do you turn to Him for guidance?)
Mighty God (Do you pray like nothing is impossible for Him?)
Everlasting Father (Do you realize that He knows the beginning and the

end of your days and mine?)
Prince of Peace (Do you trade in your anxiety for His promised peace?)

Beyond the names mentioned by the prophet, there is another great truth
in this familiar Christmas passage. Do you see it there?
It is the promise of government placed on His shoulders. He will rule as
a king much like David did years ago! But this will be the ultimate
kingdom, the likes of which a nation has never known. Can you picture
it? It is a government without deceit or hidden immorality. It is a
government free from the threat of terrorism. It  is a government marked
by peace, justice and righteousness. It is an eternal government to be
established by Christ at His second coming! In this time of uncertainty
and turmoil, these words bring hope for the future!
It is with heartfelt prayer that we seek God’s blessing upon each of you
at this Christmas season.  Unto us a child is born!

The Elders & staff

of Cornerstone Fellowship
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THE STORY OF THE CHRISTMAS GUEST
from an old German legend

It happened one day at the year’s white end,
Two neighbors called on an old-time friend

And they found his shop so meager and mean,
Made gay with a thousand boughs of green,

And Conrad was sitting with face a-shine
When he suddenly stopped as he stitched a twine

And said, “Old friends, at dawn today,
When the cock was crowing the night away,

The Lord appeared in a dream to me
And said, ‘I am coming, your guest to be’...

So I’ve been busy with feet astir,
Strewing my shop with branches of fir,

The table is spread and the kettle is shined
And over the rafters the holly is twined,

And now I will wait for my Lord to appear
And listen closely so I will hear

His step as He nears my humble place
And I open the door and look in His face”...

So his friends went home and left Conrad alone,
For this was the happiest day he had known,
For, long since, his family had passed away

And Conrad had spent a sad Christmas Day...
But he knew with the Lord as his Christmas guest

This Christmas would be the dearest and best,
And he listened with only joy in his heart,

And with every sound he would rise with a start
And look for the Lord to be standing there

In answer to his earnest prayer...
So he ran to the window after hearing a sound,
But all that he saw on the snow-covered ground
Was a shabby beggar whose shoes were torn
And all of his clothes were ragged and worn...

So Conrad was touched and went to the door
And he said, “Your feet must be frozen and sore,

And I have some shoes in my shop for you
And a coat that will keep you warmer, too”...
So with grateful heart the man went away,

But as Conrad noticed the time of day
He wondered what made the dear Lord so late

And how much longer he’d have to wait,
When he heard a knock and ran to the door,

But it was only a stranger once more,
A bent, old crone with a shawl of black,
A bundle of faggots piled on her back,

She asked for only a place to rest,
But that was reserved for Conrad’s Great Guest...

But her voice seemed to plead, “Don’t send me away,
Let me rest for awhile on Christmas Day,”

So Conrad brewed her a steaming cup
And told her to sit at the table and sup...

But after she left he was filled with dismay
For he saw that the hours were passing away

And the Lord had not come as He said He would,
And Conrad felt sure he had misunderstood...

When out of the stillness he heard a cry,
“Please help me and tell me where am I,”

So again he opened his friendly door
And stood disappointed as twice before,

It was only a child who had wandered away
And was lost from her family on Christmas Day...

Again Conrad’s heart was heavy and sad,
But he knew he should make this little child glad,

So he called her in and wiped her tears
And quieted all her childish fears...

Then he led her back to her home once more
But as he entered his own darkened door,

He knew that the Lord was not coming today

For the hours of Christmas had passed away...
So he went to his room and knelt down to pray
And he said, “Dear Lord, why did You delay,

What kept You from coming to call on me
For I wanted so much Your face to see”...
When soft in the silence a voice he heard,

“Lift up your head for I kept My word –
Three times My shadow crossed your floor –

Three times I came to your lonely door –
For I was the beggar with bruised, cold feet,

I was the woman you gave to eat,
And I was the child on the homeless street.”

CHRISTMAS LIST
I have a list of folks I know,

all written in a book
And every year at Christmas time

I go and take a look
And that is when I realize that

these names are a part
Not of the book they’re written in,

but of my very heart.
For each name stands for someone
who has crossed my path sometime,
And in that meeting they’ve become

the rhythm of the rhyme.
And while it sounds fantastic

for me to make this claim
I really feel I am composed
of each remembered name.

And while you may not be aware
of any special link

Just meeting you has shaped my life
more than you can think

For once you’ve met somebody
the years cannot erase

The memories of a pleasant word
or of a friendly face.

So never think my Christmas Greeting
is just mere routine

Of names upon a Christmas list
forgotten in between.

For when I send a Christmas Greeting
that is addressed to you

It’s because you’re on that list
of folks I am indebted to.

For I am but a total
of the many folks I’ve met

And you happen to be one of those
I prefer not to forget

And whether I have known you
for many days or few

In some way you had a part
in shaping things I do.

And every year when Christmas comes
I realize anew,

The biggest gift life can give
is meeting folks like you.

And may the spirit of Christmas
that forever and ever endures

Leave its richest blessings
in the heart of you and yours.

THE TRUTH IS STILL THE TRUTH
(excerpted from afaJournal December 2018)

The Christmas season has always held a special place in the hearts of
most Americans. It still does with millions of us, but it’s hard to tell
sometimes with all the political correctness sweeping our land. We
Christians are told we might offend non-Christians if we talk about
Christmas too much.

It’s ironic to watch some companies depend on the Christmas gift-giving
season to make it into the black, then intentionally avoid any mention of
that very holiday that makes their company profitable.
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The Hollywood crowd and liberal elites want to push us into a generic
“HOLIDAY” celebration. Many people have also succumbed to
multiculturalism, which basically contends that all cultures are morally
equal, so again to raise Christmas over other religious holidays would
offend other cultures. It’s a shame what the politically correct crowd has
tried to do with Christmas in our country. Some may say this really
doesn’t matter, but it’s all part of the move by the secular left (the
godless) to de-Christianize America.

Remember A Charlie Brown Christmas in which those lovable cartoon
characters present the reason for Christmas in the school play when
Linus tells Charlie Brown he knows the real reason for Christmas and
goes on stage in front of the spotlight and quotes from the Scriptures:

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord
came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and
they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, fear not: for, behold
I bring you tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And
this shall be a sign unto you; ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, ‘Glory to God
in the highest, and on earth peace and goodwill towards men.’

Then Linus concludes with the truth: “And that’s what Christmas is all
about, Charlie Brown.”

Kudos to the late Charles Shultz, creator of Peanuts, for making this the
main point of A Charlie Brown Christmas.

There is no way a show that quoted that much Bible could ever make it
on network television today if it were not already an entrenched and
established tradition.

As Christians we need to continue to use the Christmas season to share
with the world around us the real reason for the celebration.

Keeping the Christmas season alive in our popular culture causes a lot
of people to think about the reason for the season. This is a good thing.
That’s why so many on the left want to get rid of it.

Let’s keep Christmas in America, and let’s keep Christ in Christmas.
--Tim Wildmon

SO...... find and dust off your Christmas buttons we have given
out over the years and help proclaim the Christmas message
this year.

HE’S COMING! READY OR NOT
A favorite game which all children like to play is called hide and seek. I’m
sure that we all remember playing it when we were younger. You will
recall that each person would run and hide as the one who was “it” closed
their eyes and counted to a certain number. When that number was
reached, the ending phrase would be “Here I come, READY OR NOT!” 

Come December 25, Christmas will come – ready or not! It is precisely
this point of view that the writer of the Gospel of John had in mind when
he wrote, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God
and the Word was God... the light that enlightened every man was
coming into the world... And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us
full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son
from the Father.” The people of Jesus’ day should have been ready. 

For many years God had been trying to prepare his people through the
prophets of old that he was coming. Over six centuries before, the
prophet Isaiah had proclaimed “Prepare the way of the Lord,” and later,
John the Baptist had gone into the wilderness of Judea to call for
repentance and readiness. Throughout the Old Testament, the coming
of the Messiah was a recurring theme. The Jewish law taught about the
holiness and righteousness of God to help people be prepared for his
coming. If they were not ready, it wasn’t because God hadn’t done his
part.

The Son of God came first of all so that humanity might have a new and
clearer insight into God’s very nature. When God revealed himself to
Moses, he said, “I AM.”  However, when God revealed himself in Jesus
the Christ, he said, “I am the way, the truth and the life,” “I am the bread
of life,” “I am the good shepherd,” “I am the door,” “I am the light of the
world. The supreme revelation of God is given in the life and person of
Jesus. That is why the writer of the Gospel of John cold say,”The Word
became flesh and dwelt among us.” In him, we are able to see at a point
in time just what God is like.

However, he came not only to reveal God’s true nature but to show
humanity what life is all about. He came to show the potential that is
there in each one of us by living life as we should live it.

There is a story told by the great Indian Christian mystic, Sundar Singh,
about a Persian monarch, Shah Abbas. One day the Shah disguised
himself in clothing of the poor and went into the public baths to be with
his people. After a while he descended into a very small cellar
underneath the baths were a man tended the furnace to heat the water.
When lunch time came, he shared the man’s meager coarse food and
talked with his new friend. For several days the Shah did this until the
man felt comfortable and cast aside all reservation, becoming very
attached to the ruler. Finally one day the Shah revealed to his new
companion who he was. After the shock had worn off and the truth of
what his friend really was had settled in, the poor fireman said, “You left
your palace and your glory to sit with me in this dark place. You became
my friend in the midst of my loneliness. You have given me the greatest
gift of all. You have given me yourself.” 

This is exactly what God has done in Jesus the Christ. In the midst of our
loneliness and poverty God has given us the greatest gift of all –himself–
that our lives might have light.

But more than the revelation of God’s true nature and who we as people
should be, Jesus the Christ came to reveal with new vitality, grace and
truth. John phrases it very clearly when he says, “The Word became
flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.” Grace is something
which we neither deserve nor can earn. How true this is of God’s love.
We are neither worthy nor deserving; yet, because of God’s grace, he
loves us. His love is constantly and consistently being lavished upon us
in spite of ourselves. His love is freely given, not because of what we
have done or who we are. It can never be earned or purchased. God’s
love is most freely given and most clearly revealed in him whose birth we
celebrate at Christmas. In Jesus the Christ we have the ultimate truth
about life and what life is all about. Jesus did not just speak truth. He
loved with a love that would, in the end, cost him his life so that you and
I and all humanity might know the truth about eternal life.

And so he comes again, READY OR NOT. What can we do to receive
him this year? Christina Rosetti had the profound but simple answer
when she wrote

“What can I give him, Poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
It I were a wiseman, I would do my part;
Yet what I can I give him – Give my heart.”

HAVE A BLESSED
AND JOYOUS CHRISTMAS!


