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Acts 8:1-8 
 
Verses 1-4 
On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and 
all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria. 2 Godly 
men buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him. 3 But Saul began to destroy 
the church. Going from house to house, he dragged off both men and women 
and put them in prison. Those who had been scattered preached the word 
wherever they went. 

• On the day when Stephen was stoned (see Acts 6:8-7:60), persecution 
broke out against Christians in Jerusalem. Most Christians in Jerusalem 
were forced to flee the city, leaving everything behind because of the 
persecution. 

• The Apostles remained in Jerusalem for a time. 
• Stephen was properly buried and mourned. 
• Saul, to be renamed Paul, led the persecution of Christians. He arrested 

them and put them in prison because they believed in Jesus as Israel’s 
Messiah. 

• But the Christians continued to tell people about Jesus wherever they went. 
 
Verses 5-8 
5 Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah there. 
6 When the crowds heard Philip and saw the signs he performed, they all paid 
close attention to what he said. 7 For with shrieks, impure spirits came out of 
many, and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed. 8 So there was great 
joy in that city. 

• Philip, one of the first deacons (see Acts 6:5), was among those Christians 
who were driven out of Jerusalem following Stephen’s death. He went to 
Samaria, a territory which had once been part of Israel, but which now was 
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not and where good Jews did not go, to escape Saul’s persecution. There, 
he presented the Gospel to the people of the town into which he moved. 

• His presentation of the Gospel was accompanied by signs and healings and 
the casting out of evil spirits. 

• The people listened to him because of the signs which accompanied his 
preaching. His words and the signs he did impressed the people of that 
place and brought great joy to that city. 

 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled The Great Persecution Begins.  They 
have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 

 
 


