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Acts 8:26-40 
 
Verses 26-29 
Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert 
road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his 
way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the 
treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had 
gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot 
reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that 
chariot and stay near it.” 

• In Samaria, the Deacon Philip was instructed by an angel that he should go 
south on the road that led from Jerusalem to Gaza.  

• Without knowing why he was to do this, Philip did it. Philip knew that he 
had received instructions from God and was obedient to them. 

• Once on that road, Philip encounter an Ethiopian, a man from the ancient 
state of Nubia, who was the treasurer of the household for the queen of 
Nubia. (Candace is not her name, but the Nubian title for their queen. It is 
more accurately translated Kandake, Kan-da-ke.) This man was a eunuch. It 
means that his male organs had been surgically removed so that he could 
serve in the queen’s household. 

• The man had been to Jerusalem to worship God. This implies that he 
wanting to convert to Judaism, but his emasculation prevented him  from 
doing so. See Deuteronomy 23:1.  

• Even so, he was studying the Hebrew Scriptures as he traveled in his 
chariot. He was reading from the book we call Isaiah. 

• The Holy Spirit told Philip to stay close to this man. 
 
Verses 30-31 
Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. 
“Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 
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31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip 
to come up and sit with him. 

• Philip approached the chariot as he was instructed. He asked the man if he 
understood the passage of Scripture he was reading and the man openly 
confessed that he did not. He needed someone to help him uncover its 
meaning. So, he invited Philip to sit with him in the chariot and explain the 
passage. 

 
Verses 32-35 
32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: 
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, 
    and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
    so he did not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 
    Who can speak of his descendants? 
    For his life was taken from the earth.” 
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, 
himself or someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of 
Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus. 

• The passage of Scripture which the man was reading is from Isaiah 53:7-8. 
• The man asked Philip if Isaiah was speaking of himself or someone else. 

Philip explained that Isaiah was speaking about Israel’s Messiah, Jesus. He 
told the man the whole story about Jesus. 

 
Verses 36-38 
As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, 
“Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” 
( [37] Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” The eunuch 
answered, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”)  38 And he gave orders 
to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water 
and Philip baptized him. 

• Hearing the story of Jesus, the man believed that Jesus was Israel’s 
Messiah, the Savior of the world. Seeing water, he wanted to be baptized. 
Given that he could not become a Jew because of his emasculation, he 
asked Philip if there was any impediment to his becoming a Christian 

• As there was not, Philip baptized him. 
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Verses 39-40 
 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip 
away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 
40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel 
in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. 

• The Holy Spirit of God took Philip to Azotus, a city about 19 miles from 
Gaza. There he preached the Gospel. 

• The Ethiopian went on his way rejoicing. Joy is part of what happens to 
those who find Jesus! 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Be Baptized.  They have been prepared 
by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvania. All 
rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 

 
 
 


