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Acts 9:20-31 
 
Verses 20-22 
At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 21 All 
those who heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man who raised 
havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this name? And hasn’t he come 
here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?” 22 Yet Saul grew more and 
more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is 
the Messiah. 

• Immediately following his conversion experience, Saul, who had previously 
persecuted Christians, began preaching that Jesus was God’s son  in the 
synagogues of Damascus.  

• His public proclamation of Jesus as Israel’s Messiah caused a stir among 
those who knew that he had come to Damascus to arrest Christians and 
take them to Jerusalem for trial. 

• Saul’s arguments about Jesus grew increasingly strong, and he was able to 
repudiate the arguments presented against Jesus by the Jews. 

 
Verses 23-25 
After many days had gone by, there was a conspiracy among the Jews to kill 
him, 24 but Saul learned of their plan. Day and night they kept close watch on the 
city gates in order to kill him. 25 But his followers took him by night and lowered 
him in a basket through an opening in the wall. 

• After some time, the Jews became so frustrated by the strength of Saul’s 
arguments they conspired to kill him in order to silence him. 

• They were waiting for him at the city gates intending to follow him outside 
the city walls. There, they intended to ambush him. 

• Aware of the plot to kill Saul, his followers (those who had been persuaded 
by his arguments about Jesus) helped him escape from Damascus by 
lowering him from a window in the city wall. 
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Verses 26-27 
 When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all 
afraid of him, not believing that he really was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took 
him and brought him to the apostles. He told them how Saul on his journey had 
seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and how in Damascus he 
had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus. 

• Saul returned to Jerusalem and attempted to meet with the disciples there. 
But the disciples knew of his reputation as a persecutor of Christians and 
thought that his conversion was a ruse to gain access to their meetings. 
They did not believe that he had become a Christian. 

• Barnabas (see Acts 4:36; 11:22,25; 15:37-39) spoke on Saul’s behalf and 
introduced him to the Christian community in Jerusalem. 

 
Verses 28-30 
 So Saul stayed with them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly 
in the name of the Lord. 29 He talked and debated with the Hellenistic Jews,[a] but 
they tried to kill him. 30 When the believers learned of this, they took him down 
to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus. 

• In Jerusalem, Saul continued to speak out boldly proclaiming that Jesus was 
the Son of God. He debated openly with Jews about this subject. 

• As in Damascus, a plot developed to kill Saul because his arguments were 
persuasive. 

• To protect him, Saul was removed from Jerusalem to Tarsus, his 
hometown.  

 
Verse 31 
31 Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of 
peace and was strengthened. Living in the fear of the Lord and encouraged by 
the Holy Spirit, it increased in numbers. 

• There was, following this, a time of peace for the Church. Persecution 
stopped for this period. 

• During this time of peace, the Church grew in numbers and the members of 
the Church grew spiritually stronger. 

 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Saul Changes Sides. They have been 
prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen. They are 
used here by permission.) 

 

https://mobile.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+9%3A20-31&version=NIV#fen-NIV-27246a

