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Acts 13:1-12 
 
Verses 1-3 
Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, 
Simeon called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with 
Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, 
the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I 
have called them.” 3 So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their 
hands on them and sent them off. 

• The church in Antioch is organized around the gifts of the Holy Spirit. There 
are no Apostolic leaders in Antioch. So, the leadership of the congregation 
there has fallen upon its prophets and teachers.  

• Barnabas had been sent to Antioch by the Apostles to affirm the work that 
had begun there (See Acts 11:22). He had brought Saul/Paul to Antioch to 
help with the work there (see Acts 11:25-26). As Barnabas is first on the list, 
it is assumed that he functioned as the “President Elder.” 

• Simeon, called Niger, is listed second among the leaders of the 
congregation. Simeon is a Hebrew name. However, “niger” is the Latin 
word for black. Church tradition says that Simeon/Niger was the first black 
elder in the Church. 

• Lucius is a Greek name. Cyrene is a Roman place. Lucius was not Jewish. 
• Manaen is the Roman spelling for the Hebrew name Menahem. The note 

implies that this man was the foster brother of Herod Antipas who was the 
Tetrarch of Galilee and ruled that area during the time of Jesus’ public 
ministry. He would have been the foster uncle of Herod Agrippa (see Acts 
12).  

• Saul’s name appears last on the list implying that he is one of the group of 
Elders, too. 
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• This group, the Elders at Antioch, were worshipping God during a time of 
fasting. As they prayed together in worship, they agreed that God wanted 
Barnabas and Saul set apart for a special work to which God had called 
them. 

• They then continued to pray and fast about this for some time. The exact 
time of the season of prayer and fasting is unknown. The reason they felt 
this season of prayer and fasting necessary is unknown.  At the end of the 
time of prayer and fasting, they were agreed, and they placed their hands 
on Barnabas and Saul and sent them off to do that to which they had been 
called. 

 
Verses 4-5 
The two of them, sent on their way by the Holy Spirit, went down to Seleucia 
and sailed from there to Cyprus. 5 When they arrived at Salamis, they 
proclaimed the word of God in the Jewish synagogues. John was with them as 
their helper. 

• Barnabas and Saul set off on what scholars call the first missionary journey. 
It is the next step in the fulfillment of Acts 1:8. The Gospel is now being 
carried to the ends of the earth. 

• They began their ministry in the places to which they went in the Jewish 
community there. 

• John Mark was with them, apparently acting as their assistant and 
secretary. 

 
Verses 6-8 
They traveled through the whole island until they came to Paphos. There they 
met a Jewish sorcerer and false prophet named Bar-Jesus, 7 who was an 
attendant of the proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, an intelligent man, 
sent for Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to hear the word of God. 8 But 
Elymas the sorcerer (for that is what his name means) opposed them and tried 
to turn the proconsul from the faith. 

• Cyprus was a Roman Senatorial Province. It was ruled over at this time by a 
man named Sergius Paulus. This is confirmed by Roman records which have 
survived to this day. Sergius Paulus heard about Barnabas and Saul and 
invited them to come to him and to tell him the Gospel message. 

• However, in the service of Sergius Paulus was a man named Bar-Jesus who 
was a sorcerer and false prophet. (In Hebrew, Bar- Jesus means “son of 
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Joshua.)  They called this man “Elymas” the Greek word for sorcerer. This 
false prophet attempted to discredit Barnabas and Saul to keep Sergius 
Paulus from accepting Jesus.  

 
Verses 9-12 
 Then Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight 
at Elymas and said, 10 “You are a child of the devil and an enemy of everything 
that is right! You are full of all kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop 
perverting the right ways of the Lord? 11 Now the hand of the Lord is against 
you. You are going to be blind for a time, not even able to see the light of the 
sun.” Immediately mist and darkness came over him, and he groped about, 
seeking someone to lead him by the hand. 12 When the proconsul saw what had 
happened, he believed, for he was amazed at the teaching about the Lord. 

• It was Saul (now called Paul for the first time) who confronted the sorcerer. 
Paul’s words are strong, confronting, and angry. He accuses Elymas of using 
deceit and trickery to pervert the plan of God. Paul says that God is against 
Elymas and that Elymas will be rendered ineffective by the power of God. 
Immediately, Elymas became blind. 

• Sergius Paulus accepted Jesus! 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Barnabas & Saul Set Out. They have 
been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen. They are 
used here by permission.) 

 
 


