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Zechariah 9:9 
 

Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! 
• This is a command. 
• It is a command to rejoice without reservation, to hold nothing back, 

to let out all the stops, to rejoice greatly. 
• It is issued to the Daughter of Zion. That is another name for 

Jerusalem. 
 

Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! 
• This is also a command. 
• It is written in parallel poetic style to the first command. In other 

words, it is just another way of calling Jerusalem to great rejoicing. 
 

See, your king comes to you 
• Now starts a list of the reasons for the command. These are the 

“whys” for Jerusalem’s rejoicing. 
• The first reason for her rejoicing is the coming of her king. 
• But what follows is an odd picture of this king. 
  

Righteous and having salvation 
• Righteous means the things this world offers do not corrupt him. His 

rule is characterized by morality and ethics. He follows the word of 
the Lord as given in the Bible and does not depart from it. He is not 
persuaded by the arguments of men to do things any way but God’s. 

• Having salvation literally means that this king has the answers to 
Jerusalem’s problem that can save her from the enemy and restore 
her to the place God intended for her.  
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Gentle and riding on a donkey, on the colt, the foal of a donkey. 

• This coming king does not enter the city in pomp and majesty as 
would be expected of a king. Instead, he comes riding on a donkey. 

• In the first century, horses were reserved as an animal ridden in war. 
The donkey was the animal ridden to symbolize peace and humility. 

• This king is coming in such a way as to demonstrate a new style of 
leadership. He does not subdue his people with force but rules them 
with humility, gentleness, and peace. 

 
The Picture: Zechariah paints a picture that is crucial to our understanding. 
It is the picture of a new kind of king. This new king:  

• Cannot be corrupted by the things of this world. Wealth, power, 
position, the regard of men, none of these things will cause him to 
turn from the word of God. 

• Has the answers to the problems the nation faces. He has their 
salvation. 

• Rules without excess force. He is gentle. 
• Establishes peace. He does not come on a horse but on a donkey. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled What is Palm Sunday All About? They 
have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor Charles H. 
Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
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