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Acts 18:18-28 
 
Verses 18-21 
 Paul stayed on in Corinth for some time. Then he left the brothers and sisters 
and sailed for Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. Before he sailed, he 
had his hair cut off at Cenchreae because of a vow he had taken. 19 They arrived 
at Ephesus, where Paul left Priscilla and Aquila. He himself went into the 
synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. 20 When they asked him to spend more 
time with them, he declined. 21 But as he left, he promised, “I will come back if it 
is God’s will.” Then he set sail from Ephesus. 

• Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a half (see verse 11). When he left 
Corinth, he went to Syria taking Priscilla and Aquila with him. 

• The name order, Priscilla and Aquila, is odd. Normally, it would be Aquila 
and Priscilla. This order is persistent hereafter in the book of Acts. It may 
suggest that Priscilla was more prominent culturally than her husband or 
that she was the lead person in the missionary team. 

• “Before he sailed” could refer grammatically to either Paul or Aquila. One 
of them, most likely Paul since the passage is about Paul, had taken a 
Nazarite vow (see Numbers 6). This vow could be for a lifetime or for a 
designated period. It was a vow of thanksgiving and dedication during 
which the person taking the vow abstained from certain foods and drinks 
and did not cut his hair or shave. At the conclusion of the vow, one shaved 
his head. 

• In Ephesus, Paul preached about Jesus in the Synagogue. The Jews there 
asked him to stay with them longer, but he declined promising to return to 
Ephesus if it was God’s will.  

• Paul left Priscilla and Aquilla in Ephesus. 
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Verses 22-23 
 When he landed at Caesarea, he went up to Jerusalem and greeted the church 
and then went down to Antioch. 
23 After spending some time in Antioch, Paul set out from there and traveled 
from place to place throughout the region of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening 
all the disciples. 

• After leaving Ephesus, Paul traveled to several places visiting the churches 
which had already been established in them. 

 
Verses 24-26 
 Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He 
was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. 25 He had been 
instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor[a] and taught 
about Jesus accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26 He began to 
speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they 
invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more 
adequately. 

• A man from Alexandria, Egypt, arrived in Ephesus whose name was Apollos. 
He knew Jesus and had been properly taught about Jesus. (Most likely, 
Apollos had been brought to Jesus through the ministry of Barnabas - see 
Acts 15:36-41. Though we follow the story of Paul in the Book of Acts, there 
were other missionaries at work.) Apollos was an enthusiastic speaker who 
told the story correctly. But he did not know about the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit. 

• Priscilla and Aquilla invited him to their house and told him about the 
Baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Verses 27-28 
 When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers and sisters encouraged him 
and wrote to the disciples there to welcome him. When he arrived, he was a 
great help to those who by grace had believed. 28 For he vigorously refuted his 
Jewish opponents in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was 
the Messiah. 

• Apollos wanted to go to Achaia to preach. He was encouraged to do so by 
the church in Ephesus which wrote letters of recommendation for him to 
the disciples in Achaia. 
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• He was welcomed in Achaia, strengthened the church there, and strongly 
refuted the Jews who did not believe in Jesus using their own Scripture as 
his source. 
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