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Acts 19:1-10 
 
Verses 1-3 
While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and 
arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples 2 and asked them, “Did you 
receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” 
They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 
3 So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?” 
“John’s baptism,” they replied. 

• See Acts 18:18-20 and 24-28. Paul was in Corinth for a year and a half. 
When Paul left Corinth, he went to Ephesus. He was joined in Ephesus by a 
man named Apollos who was a disciple of Jesus from Alexandria, Egypt. 
Paul sent Apollos to Corinth and urged the Corinthian Church to receive 
him as a teacher (see 1 Corinthians 16:12). 

• When Apollos arrived in Ephesus, he had not received the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit but only the baptism of John. In Ephesus, Paul encountered 
another group of disciples who had received the baptism of John but not 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Verses 4-7 
Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to 
believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they 
were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul placed his hands on 
them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 
7 There were about twelve men in all. 

• As had Priscilla and Aquila with Apollos, so Paul explained the difference 
between John’s baptism and that of the Holy Spirit. He explained that 
John’s Baptist was a “baptism of repentance.” Those who received it were 
repenting of the sin in their lives as a step in preparing for the coming of 
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the Messiah. Jesus was the Messiah. He himself received the baptism of 
John (see Matthew 3:1-17, Mark 1:3-11, and Luke 3:2-22). He explained 
that the baptism of the Holy Spirit came after one had accepted Jesus as 
Savior and Lord and that it signified their acceptance of Jesus. 

• Those to whom Paul explained this wanted the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
So, Paul baptized them in the name of Jesus and laid hands on them. When 
he did, the Holy Spirit came on them and filled them with power (see Acts 
1:8). The evidence of the Holy Spirit’s coming to them was that they spoke 
in tongues and began to preach about Jesus as had the disciples on the day 
of Pentecost (see Acts 2: 1-41). 

• About 12 men were baptized by the Holy Spirit on this occasion. 
 
Verses 8-10 
Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing 
persuasively about the kingdom of God. 9 But some of them became obstinate; 
they refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He 
took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of 
Tyrannus. 10 This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who 
lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord. 

• In Ephesus, Paul spoke in the synagogue with success for about three 
months. But then some of the Jews became obstinate and abusive. So, Paul 
stopped preaching there. 

• Instead, he began holding meetings in the Hall of Tyrannus. This was 
probably a school owned or operated by a man name Tyrannus. How Paul 
had access to this hall is unknown. These meetings continued for two years. 

• The result was that the message about Jesus was known throughout the 
area. 
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