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Acts 19:11-22 
 
Verses 11-12 
God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs and 
aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were 
cured and the evil spirits left them. 

• As evidence of the Holy Spirit’s power in Paul, God allowed extraordinary 
things to happen around him. Handkerchiefs and aprons that touched Paul 
were taken to the sick and they were cured and evil spirits were rebuked. 

 
Verse 13 
Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of 
the Lord Jesus over those who were demon-possessed. They would say, “In the 
name of the Jesus whom Paul preaches, I command you to come out.”  

• Envious of the power of God invested in Paul, some Jews, non-believers, 
attempted to do the same thing as did he. They even invoked the name of 
Jesus to cast out demons but they were careful not to personally identify 
with Jesus.  

 
Verses 14-16 
 Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. 15 One day the evil 
spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know about, but who are you?” 
16 Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them 
all. He gave them such a beating that they ran out of the house naked and 
bleeding. 

• There was a man named Sceva there. He was either related to the family of 
Israel’s high priest or had declared himself to be one of Israel’s “chief 
priests.” He had seven sons, and they were among those who, though not 
believers in Jesus, were trying to cast out demons in Jesus’ name.  

• One day, as they were attempting to drive out evil spirits, they encountered 
a bold evil spirit who said to them, “I know Jesus and I know Paul, but who 
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are you?” The spirit was asking by what authority the sons of Sceva were 
commanding him. 

• As they had no authority to command the spirit, the evil spirit caused the 
man he possessed to jump on the sons of Sceva. The evil spirit gave the 
man supernatural strength so that the man was strong enough to defeat all 
seven of Sceva’s sons alone. He beat them up so badly that they ran out of 
the place where the encounter occurred bleeding and naked. 

 
Verses 17-20 
 When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, they were 
all seized with fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor. 
18 Many of those who believed now came and openly confessed what they had 
done. 19 A number who had practiced sorcery brought their scrolls together and 
burned them publicly. When they calculated the value of the scrolls, the total 
came to fifty thousand drachmas. 20 In this way the word of the Lord spread 
widely and grew in power. 

• The news of the evil spirit’s attack on the sons of Sceva had several positive 
effects: 1. Those who were misusing Jesus’ name were seized with fear. The 
name of Jesus was held in great reference. 2. Many of those who were 
secret followers of Jesus but who had been afraid to acknowledge him as 
their Lord and Savior now openly admitted that they were followers of 
Jesus. 3. Many of those who practiced sorcery saw the danger in the 
practice and burned their spell books at considerable personal cost. (50,000 
drachmas -- a drachma was equivalent to a day’s work for the average 
citizen of Ephesus. So, the cost was 50,000 days’ wages.) 4. The word about 
Jesus spread and the power of the word grew as people heard the story. 

 
Verses 21-22 
After all this had happened, Paul decided to go to Jerusalem, passing through 
Macedonia and Achaia. “After I have been there,” he said, “I must visit Rome 
also.” 22 He sent two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, to Macedonia, while he 
stayed in the province of Asia a little longer. 

• At the end of his stay in Ephesus, Paul went home to Jerusalem. He also 
announced his intention to visit Rome. He sent Timothy and Erastus to the 
churches in Greece. 
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