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Acts 23:23-35 
 
(See Exegetical Notes on Acts 21:15-23:22. The Jews in Jerusalem were plotting to 
kill  the Apostle Paul. So the commander of the Roman soldiers there, who had 
arrested Paul to keep him safe from the Jews, resolved to send Paul to Felix, the 
Roman governor.) 
 
Verses 23-24 
Then he called two of his centurions and ordered them, “Get ready a 
detachment of two hundred soldiers, seventy horsemen and two hundred 
spearmen to go to Caesarea at nine tonight. 24 Provide horses for Paul so that he 
may be taken safely to Governor Felix.” 

• The centurion handling Paul’s case in Jerusalem, having learned of the plot 
to kill Paul, ordered Paul to be taken to Felix, the Roman governor. 

• He assembled a party of 600 men to guard Paul on the journey. The size of 
the party was unusually large indicating that the Centurion took the threat 
against Paul seriously.  

• The party was to travel at night. This was also unusual. 
• The goal was to get Paul out of Jerusalem and to the governor safely. 

 
Verses 25-30 
He wrote a letter as follows: 
26 Claudius Lysias, 
To His Excellency, Governor Felix: 
Greetings. 
27 This man was seized by the Jews and they were about to kill him, but I came 
with my troops and rescued him, for I had learned that he is a Roman citizen. 28 I 
wanted to know why they were accusing him, so I brought him to their 
Sanhedrin. 29 I found that the accusation had to do with questions about their 
law, but there was no charge against him that deserved death or imprisonment. 
30 When I was informed of a plot to be carried out against the man, I sent him to 
you at once. I also ordered his accusers to present to you their case against him. 
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• Claudius Lysias is the name of the Centurion who had arrested Paul in 
Jerusalem. The name is unknown in history beyond this mention. However, 
the mentioning of the name adds historical accuracy to this passage from 
the Bible. 

• Felix was governor of Judea from 52 to 58 A.D. His official seat of office was 
not in Jerusalem but in Caesarea. These facts are also historically accurate. 

• The purpose of the letter was to inform Felix as to why Paul was being sent 
to him. It presents the facts relatively accurately but is written in such a 
way as to make Claudius Lysias look good. 

 
Verses 31-34a 
31 So the soldiers, carrying out their orders, took Paul with them during the night 
and brought him as far as Antipatris. 32 The next day they let the cavalry go on 
with him, while they returned to the barracks. 33 When the cavalry arrived in 
Caesarea, they delivered the letter to the governor and handed Paul over to 
him. 34 The governor read the letter and asked what province he was from. 

• Antipatris was a military outpost halfway between Jerusalem and Caesarea. 
As the army accompanying Paul was traveling at night, assuming they were 
safe from the Jews in Jerusalem, they stopped there. 

• In the morning, 200 horse soldiers accompanied Paul to Caesarea. They 
delivered the letter to Felix and put Paul in his custody. 

• Felix asked from what Roman province Paul came. This was the required 
question at the beginning of every Roman trial of a Roman citizen which 
Paul was. Every Roman citizen had the right to be tried by the 
representative of Rome in the place where he was or to be returned to his 
hometown for trial. Paul was from Tarsus, a city in Cilicia. Felix was the 
deputy to the Legate for Cilicia and Syria so he could legally hear Paul’s 
case. 

 
Verses 34b-35 
 Learning that he was from Cilicia, 35 he said, “I will hear your case when your 
accusers get here.” Then he ordered that Paul be kept under guard in Herod’s 
palace. 

• Felix resolved to hear Paul’s case when his accuser arrived from Jerusalem. 
• He ordered Paul held for trial. 
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