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Acts 25:1-12 
 
(See Exegetical Notes on Acts 21:15-24:27. The Jews in Jerusalem were plotting to 
kill the Apostle Paul. So, the commander of the Roman soldiers there, who had 
arrested Paul to keep him safe from the Jews, sent Paul to Felix, the Roman 
governor. Paul was held in jail for two years. His case never came to trial under 
Felix. Felix was recalled to Rome and a new governor was sent to rule in his 
place.) 
 
Verses 1-5 
Three days after arriving in the province, Festus went up from Caesarea to 
Jerusalem, 2 where the chief priests and the Jewish leaders appeared before him 
and presented the charges against Paul. 3 They requested Festus, as a favor to 
them, to have Paul transferred to Jerusalem, for they were preparing an ambush 
to kill him along the way. 4 Festus answered, “Paul is being held at Caesarea, 
and I myself am going there soon. 5 Let some of your leaders come with me, and 
if the man has done anything wrong, they can press charges against him there.” 

• When Festus, the governor of Judea, went to Jerusalem a few days after his 
arrival at Caesarea, though it had been two years, the Jewish leaders were 
still seeking Paul’s death. As a favor to them, they requested that Festus 
bring Paul back to Jerusalem from Caesarea for trial because they had 
planned to ambush the troops escorting Paul back to Jerusalem and kill 
Paul. 

• Festus denied their request insisting that Paul would stand trial in Caesarea. 
 
Verses 6-7 
6 After spending eight or ten days with them, Festus went down to Caesarea. The 
next day he convened the court and ordered that Paul be brought before him. 
7 When Paul came in, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood 
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around him. They brought many serious charges against him, but they could not 
prove them. 

• Immediately upon his arrival in Caesarea, Festus convened the court for 
Paul’s trial. 

• Though the Jews brought many charges against Paul, they could not 
establish his guilt. 

 
Verses 8-12 
8 Then Paul made his defense: “I have done nothing wrong against the Jewish 
law or against the temple or against Caesar.” 
9 Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, said to Paul, “Are you willing to go up to 
Jerusalem and stand trial before me there on these charges?” 
10 Paul answered: “I am now standing before Caesar’s court, where I ought to be 
tried. I have not done any wrong to the Jews, as you yourself know very well. 
11 If, however, I am guilty of doing anything deserving death, I do not refuse to 
die. But if the charges brought against me by these Jews are not true, no one 
has the right to hand me over to them. I appeal to Caesar!” 
12 After Festus had conferred with his council, he declared: “You have appealed 
to Caesar. To Caesar you will go!” 

• Paul declared that he had done nothing wrong. 
• But Festus wanted to do a favor for the Jewish leaders. He asked Paul if he 

would be willing to return to Jerusalem to be tried there as the Jews had 
requested. 

• Paul boldly refused the offer declaring that he was not guilty, as Festus 
knew, and should be set free or at least tried according to Roman law. Paul 
then invoked his right as a Roman citizen to be tried in the Emperor’s Court 
in Rome. He had been waiting for the matter to be resolved for two years. 
The appeal to the Emperor was to move the matter forward but it would 
require that Paul be transported to Rome at the government’s expense. 

• Festus was happy to be freed of the matter. He agreed to send Paul to 
Rome. 
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