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Acts 25:13-22 
 
(See Exegetical Notes on Acts 21:15-25:12. The Jews in Jerusalem were plotting to 
kill the Apostle Paul. So, the commander of the Roman soldiers there, who had 
arrested Paul to keep him safe from the Jews, sent Paul to Felix, the Roman 
governor. Paul was held in jail for two years. His case never came to trial under 
Felix. Felix was recalled to Rome and a new governor sent to rule in his place. 
Festus, the new governor, heard Paul’s case but still wanted to appease the Jews. 
He suggested that Paul return to Jerusalem to stand trial there. Paul refused, 
exercising his right to be heard in Rome in the Emperor’s Court. Festus ordered 
Paul to be taken to Rome for trial. But…!) 
 
Verses 13-22 
A few days later King Agrippa and Bernice arrived at Caesarea to pay their 
respects to Festus. 14 Since they were spending many days there, Festus 
discussed Paul’s case with the king. He said: “There is a man here whom Felix 
left as a prisoner. 15 When I went to Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of 
the Jews brought charges against him and asked that he be condemned. 
16 “I told them that it is not the Roman custom to hand over anyone before they 
have faced their accusers and have had an opportunity to defend themselves 
against the charges. 17 When they came here with me, I did not delay the case, 
but convened the court the next day and ordered the man to be brought in. 
18 When his accusers got up to speak, they did not charge him with any of the 
crimes I had expected. 19 Instead, they had some points of dispute with him 
about their own religion and about a dead man named Jesus who Paul claimed 
was alive. 20 I was at a loss how to investigate such matters; so I asked if he 
would be willing to go to Jerusalem and stand trial there on these charges. 21 But 
when Paul made his appeal to be held over for the Emperor’s decision, I ordered 
him held until I could send him to Caesar.” 
22 Then Agrippa said to Festus, “I would like to hear this man myself.” 
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He replied, “Tomorrow you will hear him.” 
• After Paul had appealed to the Emperor, but before his departure from 

Caesarea, King Agrippa and Queen Bernice arrived to greet the new 
governor, Festus. 

• King Agrippa is Herod Agrippa 2. When his father, Herod Agrippa, died in 44 
AD, the son was only 17 years old and considered too young to rule by 
Rome. So, governors were appointed to rule in his stead. But King Agrippa’s 
power increased as he aged. Eventually, he ruled over a large area in Judea 
and Galilee. At this moment, his influence was growing. 

• Queen Bernice was the daughter of Herod Agrippa, too. She was the step- 
sister of Herod Agrippa 2. She and Herod Agrippa 2 had the same father but 
different mothers. The relationship between them was incestuous even by 
the standards of that day.  She was 16 when her father died. At 13 she had 
been married to Herod Chalcis, who was her uncle, the brother of Herod 
Agrippa 1. She had two sons by him but deserted him to return to live with 
her brother as husband and wife. To stop the rumors about her incestuous 
relationship with her brother, she married Poleman, the King of Cilicia, but 
she left him to return to her brother. Later, she became the mistress to 
Titus, the Emperor’s son. But he grew tired of her and sent her home.  

• These two persons came to pay respect to Festus the new governor, and he 
decided to discuss Paul’s case with them. He laid out the case fairly. They 
decided to hear Paul personally. So, it was decided that they would discuss 
the matter with Paul the next day. 

 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled  To Rome: The Fourth Stop – Agrippa. 
They have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Interim Senior/Lead Pastor at Cornerstone 
Fellowship, Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor 
Charles H. Jensen. They are used here by permission.) 
 

 


