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Acts 28:1-10 
 
(See Exegetical Notes on Acts 21:15-27:26. The Jews in Jerusalem had accused 
Paul of inciting trouble throughout the Roman world and in Jerusalem. They had 
brought charges against Paul before the Roman governor, Felix. Though none of 
the charges could be proven, Felix held Paul in jail for two years. When Felix was 
recalled to Rome, the new governor, Festus, heard the case against Paul, but still 
wanted to appease the Jews. He suggested that Paul return to Jerusalem to stand 
trial there. Paul refused, exercising his right to be heard in Rome in the Emperor’s 
Court. Festus ordered Paul to be taken to Rome for trial. But before his departure 
for Rome, Festus ordered Paul to make a second defense against the charges 
before King Agrippa. At last, Paul was put on board a ship headed for Rome. On 
the way to Rome, Paul’s ship was caught in a storm off the Island of Malta.) 
 

Verses 1-4 
Once safely on shore, we found out that the island was called Malta. 2 The 
islanders showed us unusual kindness. They built a fire and welcomed us all 
because it was raining and cold. 3 Paul gathered a pile of brushwood and, as he 
put it on the fire, a viper, driven out by the heat, fastened itself on his hand. 
4 When the islanders saw the snake hanging from his hand, they said to each 
other, “This man must be a murderer; for though he escaped from the sea, the 
goddess Justice has not allowed him to live.” 

• Paul’s ship ran aground off the Island of Malta. The Greek/Roman name for 
the island was Melita. The island is 60 miles south of the Island of Sicily. 

• The persons who lived there greeted the shipwrecked persons with 
welcome and kindness. 

• It was raining and cold, so a fire was built to warm those who were there. 
Paul collected some wood to add to the fire and threw it on that which was 
already burning. 

• There was a “viper,” a poisonous snake, in the wood that Paul tossed on 
the fire. The snake bit Paul on his hand. The islanders knew that the snake’s 
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bite was deadly and concluded that Paul must be a horrible criminal 
because, though he escaped shipwreck, the gods had found him guilty and 
arranged his execution via snake bite.    

 
Verses 5-6 
 But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no ill effects. 6 The people 
expected him to swell up or suddenly fall dead; but after waiting a long time 
and seeing nothing unusual happen to him, they changed their minds and said 
he was a god. 

• Paul suffered no ill effects from the bite. But the people of Malta expected 
him to drop dead from it. When he was not affected as they expected, they 
decided that Paul was one of the gods, for otherwise he would have died. 

 
Verses 7-8 
There was an estate nearby that belonged to Publius, the chief official of the 
island. He welcomed us to his home and showed us generous hospitality for 
three days. 8 His father was sick in bed, suffering from fever and dysentery. Paul 
went in to see him and, after prayer, placed his hands on him and healed him. 

• The company from the ship was taken to the residence of Publius, who was 
the “chief official” of Malta. The name is a “first name.” We know nothing 
about Publius. The title, “chief official,” is not official. It is most likely that 
Publius was the most prominent among them and looked to as the 
community leader. 

• He extended hospitality to the ship’s company for three days. 
• Publius’ father was ill from fever and dysentery. Paul visited him, prayed for 

him, and laid hands on him. The man got better. 
 
Verses 9-10 
 When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were 
cured. 10 They honored us in many ways; and when we were ready to sail, they 
furnished us with the supplies we needed. 

• The sick people on Malta were then brought to Paul  and were cured. 
• Paul and those with him were greatly honored and given amble supplies for 

the voyage when the time came for their departure. 
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