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Matthew 24:29-31 
 
Verse 29 
“Immediately after the distress of those days 

‘the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light; 

the stars will fall from the sky, 
and the heavenly bodies will be shaken. 

 These words come from the prophet Isaiah 13:10. In that passage 
Isaiah describes the day of the Lord’s return. 

 These words do not describe the break up of the universe. These are 
signs that will tell everyone that the Lord has returned. They are 
signs that no one will miss. 

 
Verse 30 
“At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the 
nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on 
the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 

 In this verse Jesus says, “the sign of the Son of Man will appear in 
the sky.” This “sign” is perplexing to Bible scholars. No one knows 
for certain what it is. Some scholars say it is lightning (see verse 
27). Others claim it is the “Shekinah glory of God” which caused 
Moses’ face to shine (see Exodus 34:29-35). Still others say that 
this sign will not be revealed to us until we see it. Whatever the 
“sign” is, it will appear in the sky at the appointed time 
immediately before the second coming of Jesus Christ.  
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 This “sign” will be recognized by the nations of the world as an 
indication of the end. Because they have rejected Christ and 
followed the false Christ(s), they will mourn when they see it. 

 Then, following the appearance of the “sign,” Jesus himself will 
appear in the clouds. The words “power and glory” indicate that 
he will not appear as the earthly Jesus, but as the resurrected 
Christ. His description is given in Revelation 1:12-18. This event 
will occur in the clouds, and all flesh will see it. Everyone will see 
and understand what is happening, that Christ has returned, 
together. 

 
Verse 31 
“And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather 
his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.” 
 This process is more fully explained in 1 Thessalonians 4:16. There it 

says that when Christ comes in the clouds 
+The archangel, Michael, will shout with a loud commanding 

voice. 
+A trumpet, literally a shofar, will sound. 

 +The elect, the Christians, will ascend to meet him in the sky. First 
those who have died before the coming of Christ will be resurrected 
to meet him and then those who are still living on earth will join him. 
Paul explains that all of the faithful will join Christ in the clouds at this 
time in response to the call of the archangel and the sound of the 
shofar.  They will remain with him forever. 

 
 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Jesus IS Coming Again. They 
have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Senior Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, 
Coatesville Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Dr. Jensen and Cornerstone Fellowship.) 
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