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Joshua 5:1-12 
 
Verse 1 
 Now when all the Amorite kings west of the Jordan and all the Canaanite kings 
along the coast heard how the LORD had dried up the Jordan before the Israelites 
until they had crossed over, their hearts melted in fear and they no longer had 
the courage to face the Israelites. 

• The news of Israel’s crossing the Jordan on dry ground (See Joshua 4) 
spread throughout the area. The news caused the kings in the area to fear 
Israel so they did not attack. Israel was at peace, even though they had 
invaded new territory. 

• This moment of peace from outside influence gave Israel time to set her 
spiritual house in order. 

 
Verses 2-3 
At that time the LORD said to Joshua, “Make flint knives and circumcise the 
Israelites again.” 3 So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the Israelites at 
Gibeath Haaraloth.  

• The first step in Israel’s spiritual reformation was circumcision. 
• Flint knives were/are, used in Jewish circumcision because they were 

sharper than and, therefore, less painful than other knives. 
• Gibeath Haaraloth means “hill of foreskins.”  

 
Verses 4-8 
4 Now this is why he did so: All those who came out of Egypt—all the men of 
military age—died in the wilderness on the way after leaving Egypt. 5 All the 
people that came out had been circumcised, but all the people born in the 
wilderness during the journey from Egypt had not. 6 The Israelites had moved 
about in the wilderness forty years until all the men who were of military age 
when they left Egypt had died, since they had not obeyed the LORD. For the LORD 
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had sworn to them that they would not see the land he had solemnly promised 
their ancestors to give us, a land flowing with milk and honey. 7 So he raised up 
their sons in their place, and these were the ones Joshua circumcised. They were 
still uncircumcised because they had not been circumcised on the way. 8 And 
after the whole nation had been circumcised, they remained where they were in 
camp until they were healed. 

• Circumcision was the mark of Israel’s covenant with God. See Genesis 17:9-
14. Prior to the wilderness wanderings all male Hebrews were circumcised. 
But during the wanderings that faithless generation had not continued the 
practice. So none of the male Hebrews who crossed the Jordan into the 
Promised Land bore the mark of Israel’s covenant with God, none of them 
were circumcised. 

• The call for all of Israel’s men and boys to be circumcised was a test of their 
commitment to YHWH. 

• All the men and boys of Israel submitted to circumcision as YHWH required. 
• The whole movement into the land was postponed until the men had 

healed from circumcision. 
 
Verses 9-10 
 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt 
from you.” So the place has been called Gilgal to this day. 
10 On the evening of the fourteenth day of the month, while camped at Gilgal on 
the plains of Jericho, the Israelites celebrated the Passover. 

• “The reproach of Egypt” is an uncertain term. Perhaps the Egyptians had 
mocked the Israelites because for 40 years they had been nomadic 
wanderers. Perhaps it refers to the lack of faith instilled in the Israelites by 
their Egyptian captivity. Whatever that reproach was, it was rolled back by 
Israel’s recommitment to YHWH at Gilgal. 

• Gilgal means “rolled back.” 
• The second step in Israel’s spiritual reformation was the reinstitution of the 

Passover. See Exodus 12. Apparently, the faithless wanderers had also 
neglected to keep the Passover, too. 

 
Verses 11-12 
 11 The day after the Passover, that very day, they ate some of the produce of the 
land: unleavened bread and roasted grain. 12 The manna stopped the day after 



3 
 

they ate this food from the land; there was no longer any manna for the 
Israelites, but that year they ate the produce of Canaan. 

• When the Passover feast was ended, Israel ate food that was grown in the  
promised land. When Israel ate the food grown in the Promised Land the 
manna by which God had fed them during the wandering (See 16:10-35) 
stopped. 
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