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Joshua 11:1-15 
 
(The southern portion of the Promised Land had been taken by Israel. See Joshua 
11.) 
  
Verses 1-5 
 When Jabin king of Hazor heard of this, he sent word to Jobab king of Madon, 
to the kings of Shimron and Akshaph, 2 and to the northern kings who were in 
the mountains, in the Arabah south of Kinnereth, in the western foothills and in 
Naphoth Dor on the west; 3 to the Canaanites in the east and west; to the 
Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites and Jebusites in the hill country; and to the Hivites 
below Hermon in the region of Mizpah. 4 They came out with all their troops and 
a large number of horses and chariots—a huge army, as numerous as the sand 
on the seashore. 5 All these kings joined forces and made camp together at the 
Waters of Merom to fight against Israel. 

• When Jabin, the king of Hazor, the major stronghold city in the northern 
region of the Promised Land, heard that the kings of the southern part of 
the Promised Land had been captured by the Israelites, he summoned the 
others kings of the area to join him in opposing Israel. 

• “Kinnereth” is the old name  for the Sea of Galilee. “Naphoth Dor” is on the 
coast of the Mediterranean Sea. The kings summoned to join Jabin come 
from a wide area. 

• The army Jabin assembled was huge. Historians say the army number is in 
excess of 300,000 foot soldiers. It boasted the latest in weaponry, horse-
drawn chariots, perhaps as many as 30,000. Israel was outnumbered and 
under-armed.  

• Jabin’s forces gathered at Merom, an area west of the Sea of Galilee known 
for its many natural flowing springs. 
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Verse 6 
The LORD said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid of them, because by this time 
tomorrow I will hand all of them, slain, over to Israel. You are to hamstring their 
horses and burn their chariots.” 

• YHWH assured Joshua that Israel would defeat the kings gathered by Jabin 
in one day. 

• The specific instructions were to “hamstring the horses” and to “burn the 
chariots.” Israel was to depend upon YHWH for victory, not overwhelming 
forces or the latest weaponry. Apparently, the concern was that given 
superior strength through superior weapons, Israel would trust her own 
strength rather than lean upon the Lord. The horses were to be made 
crippled so that they could not be used in battle again. The chariots were to 
be burned so that they, too, were useless. 

 
Verses 7-9 
So Joshua and his whole army came against them suddenly at the Waters of 
Merom and attacked them, 8 and the LORD gave them into the hand of Israel. 
They defeated them and pursued them all the way to Greater Sidon, to 
Misrephoth Maim, and to the Valley of Mizpah on the east, until no survivors 
were left. 9 Joshua did to them as the LORD had directed: He hamstrung their 
horses and burned their chariots. 

• Joshua attacked the alliance by surprise at Merom. The surprised army was 
routed. The Israelites pursued Jabin’s army until it was entirely defeated.  

• Joshua followed YHWH’s instructions concerning the horses and the 
chariots. 

 
Verses 10-11 
 At that time Joshua turned back and captured Hazor and put its king to the 
sword. (Hazor had been the head of all these kingdoms.) 11 Everyone in it they 
put to the sword. They totally destroyed them, not sparing anyone that 
breathed, and he burned Hazor itself. 

• Joshua turned the army of Israel north and took Hazor, the city of Jabin, 
who had formed the alliance and the major city of the area. Jabin was 
executed and his body was burned. The citizens of the city were slain. 
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Verses 12-15 

Joshua took all these royal cities and their kings and put them to the sword. He 
totally destroyed them, as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded. 13 Yet 
Israel did not burn any of the cities built on their mounds—except Hazor, which 
Joshua burned. 14 The Israelites carried off for themselves all the plunder and 
livestock of these cities, but all the people they put to the sword until they 
completely destroyed them, not sparing anyone that breathed. 15 As the LORD 
commanded his servant Moses, so Moses commanded Joshua, and Joshua did it; 
he left nothing undone of all that the LORD commanded Moses. 

• The cities of the other kings involved in Jabin’s alliance were also captured 
and the people who lived in them slain. Other than Hazor, none of these 
cities were destroyed. 

• The Israelites were permitted to take plunder from the cities defeated in 
this battle. 

• All of the persons who occupied the Promised Land were condemned by 
God to death for two reasons: (1) They had abandoned God and were 
corrupt. They fell under the curse of sin, death, as do all sinners. They had 
no right to live having abandoned God. (2) Israel’s continued association 
with them would lead Israel away from God and into sin. Israel’s history 
proves this concern valid. Even today, association with sinful people often 
leads good people deeper into sin. 
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