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Joshua 11:16-23 
 
Verses 16-22 
So Joshua took this entire land: the hill country, all the Negev, the whole region 
of Goshen, the western foothills, the Arabah and the mountains of Israel with 
their foothills, 17 from Mount Halak, which rises toward Seir, to Baal Gad in the 
Valley of Lebanon below Mount Hermon. He captured all their kings and put 
them to death. 18 Joshua waged war against all these kings for a long time. 
19 Except for the Hivites living in Gibeon, not one city made a treaty of peace 
with the Israelites, who took them all in battle. 20 For it was the LORD himself 
who hardened their hearts to wage war against Israel, so that he might destroy 
them totally, exterminating them without mercy, as the LORD had commanded 
Moses. 
21 At that time Joshua went and destroyed the Anakites from the hill country: 
from Hebron, Debir and Anab, from all the hill country of Judah, and from all the 
hill country of Israel. Joshua totally destroyed them and their towns. 22 No 
Anakites were left in Israelite territory; only in Gaza, Gath and Ashdod did any 
survive. 
 

• These verses declare that Israel, under Joshua’s leadership, and in 
obedience to God’s command, had conquered the land which God had 
promised them. With the exception of Gibeon (see Joshua 9), no treaties 
had been made with any of the people who had previously occupied the 
land. 

• Joshua then destroyed the Anakites  (See Numbers 13:33). These were the 
“giants” who had terrified the spies sent into the land by Moses. 

• The important phrase is found in verse 22, “were left in Israelite territory.” 
With the exception of Gibeon, all ungodly population centers in the land of 
Israel were destroyed. This was: (1) because these people had sinned 
against God and, like all sinners, fell under the condemnation of death (see 
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Romans 6:23); and (2) to protect Israel from corrupting influences that 
would pull her away from total devotion to God. However, the Gibeonites 
remained in the Promised Land and corrupting influences existed close at 
hand. While the lesson is clear, that God’s people must not be pulled away 
from him, history will show that Israel did not learn it and were soon 
following the corrupting influence of the people around them. 

 
Verse 23 
So Joshua took the entire land, just as the LORD had directed Moses, and he gave 
it as an inheritance to Israel according to their tribal divisions. Then the land had 
rest from war. 

• The Promised Land was in Israel’s control. 
• There was rest. God always gives rest to his people when the battle is won. 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Rest. They have been prepared by the 
Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen, Interim Senior/Lead Pastor at Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville 
Pennsylvania. All rights are reserved by Cornerstone Fellowship & The Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen. They are 
used here by permission.) 
 

 


