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Joshua 23:1-16 
 
Verses 1-2 
After a long time had passed and the LORD had given Israel rest from all their 
enemies around them, Joshua, by then a very old man, 2 summoned all Israel—
their elders, leaders, judges and officials—and said to them: “I am very old. 

• Joshua called the entire nation together. In this passage he begins his 
speech by addressing the Elders and Leaders of the people. In chapter 24, 
he will address the people. 

• At the time of this meeting, Joshua was about 110 years old (see 24:29). 
• This gathering happened at Shechem, the place where Abraham built his 

first altar to YHWH (see Genesis 12:6 & Joshua 24:1). 
 
Verses 3-5 
You yourselves have seen everything the LORD your God has done to all these 
nations for your sake; it was the LORD your God who fought for you. 4 Remember 
how I have allotted as an inheritance for your tribes all the land of the nations 
that remain—the nations I conquered—between the Jordan and the 
Mediterranean Sea in the west. 5 The LORD your God himself will push them out 
for your sake. He will drive them out before you, and you will take possession of 
their land, as the LORD your God promised you. 

• The Elders are called to remember that YHWH brought them to this 
moment in time. YHWH fought for them and allotted them their 
inheritance. 

• The Elders are called to remember that YHWH has promised to continue to 
work on their behalf. 

 
Verses 6-11 
“Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of 
Moses, without turning aside to the right or to the left. 7 Do not associate with 
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these nations that remain among you; do not invoke the names of their gods or 
swear by them. You must not serve them or bow down to them. 8 But you are to 
hold fast to the LORD your God, as you have until now. 
9 “The LORD has driven out before you great and powerful nations; to this day no 
one has been able to withstand you. 10 One of you routs a thousand, because the 
LORD your God fights for you, just as he promised. 11 So be very careful to love 
the LORD your God. 

• The Elders are called to be very strong and to obey the word of YHWH. 
They are to avoid assimilation into the cultures which they have subdued 
but which remain among them. They must not borrow the customs of these 
other nations or worship their gods. 

 
Verses 12-13 
“But if you turn away and ally yourselves with the survivors of these nations 
that remain among you and if you intermarry with them and associate with 
them, 13 then you may be sure that the LORD your God will no longer drive out 
these nations before you. Instead, they will become snares and traps for you, 
whips on your backs and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from this good 
land, which the LORD your God has given you. 

• Joshua warns the Elders that if they do not follow the word of YHWH but 
become involved in the  cultures around them, if they adopt the ways of 
the world in which they live, YHWH will no longer provide for them. These 
nations will become snares which will lead them astray and enslave them. 

 
Verses 14-16 
“Now I am about to go the way of all the earth. You know with all your heart 
and soul that not one of all the good promises the LORD your God gave you has 
failed. Every promise has been fulfilled; not one has failed. 15 But just as all the 
good things the LORD your God has promised you have come to you, so he will 
bring on you all the evil things he has threatened, until the LORD your God has 
destroyed you from this good land he has given you. 16 If you violate the 
covenant of the LORD your God, which he commanded you, and go and serve 
other gods and bow down to them, the LORD’s anger will burn against you, and 
you will quickly perish from the good land he has given you.” 

• The Elders are reminded that it is their job to present the correct direction 
for the people. If they surrender to the influences of the world, the threats 
that God has made against those who disobey his words will fall on the 
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nation as surely as all of his promises to Israel had been kept. If the Elders 
did not set the right example for the people and allowed the people to 
wander away from YHWH, they would not be allowed to live in the 
Promised Land. 
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