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Romans 10:1-13 
Verses 1-4 
Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that 
they may be saved. 2 For I can testify about them that they are zealous for God, 
but their zeal is not based on knowledge. 3 Since they did not know the 
righteousness of God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to 
God’s righteousness. 4 Christ is the culmination of the law so that there may be 
righteousness for everyone who believes. 

• Paul’s heart’s cry is that all the people of Israel will be saved. It is Paul’s 
heart’s cry that all people would be saved. He rejoices in no one’s 
condemnation. 

• Having been a Jew himself and having lived as a Jew among Jews, he knows 
that the people of Israel are zealous for God. To be zealous for God is to 
seek to know God with determination. Israel was zealous, seeking to know 
God.  

• The problem was that their zealous seeking to know God was based on 
misunderstanding of God and not on true knowledge about God. So, they 
did not know God in truth but only according to their misunderstanding 
about God. 

• They believed that “righteousness,” pleasing God, was based on works of 
the law. They did not understand that no one is righteous based on the Law 
of Moses because no one can keep the Law of Moses in its entirety. 
Everyone falls short when measured against the Law of Mosses. 

• The “culmination” or the “goal” of the Law was to point that out. Jesus 
Christ is the hope to which the Law of Moses points. He died to forgive our 
sins and so makes us pleasing to God (see Matthew 5:17). 
 

Verses 5-9 
 Moses writes this about the righteousness that is by the law: “The person who 
does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that is by faith says: 
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“Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring 
Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the deep?’” (that is, to bring Christ up 
from the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth 
and in your heart,” that is, the message concerning faith that we proclaim: 9 If 
you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  

• Paul says that, in his writing, Moses speaks on justification by the law (see 
Leviticus 18:5). Moses says that to be “justified,” made right before God, by 
the law one must “live by,” keep, the law in every part. To break one little 
law is to break the law completely. So, it is impossible for anyone, except 
Jesus as the Son of God, to keep the law completely.  Salvation cannot 
come through keeping the law for anyone because no one can keep the law 
perfectly. Therefore, pleasing God is not a matter of works but a matter of 
faith.  

• Paul then quotes Deuteronomy 30:12-14. His point is that this principle is 
not difficult to understand. God is not hiding the truth from us, nor is God 
trying to keep people out of Heaven by giving them a task to do to get into 
Heaven which they cannot do.  

• All one must do to enter the Kingdom of Heaven is: (1) declare that Jesus is 
Lord; and (2) believe sincerely that God raised Jesus from the dead. If you 
do these two things you will be saved. Salvation is not based on works. It is 
based on faith in Jesus. THIS IS THE HEART OF THE GOSPEL! Confess it with 
your mouth and believe it in your heart, and you will be saved. 

 
Verses 10-13 
10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your 
mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 11 As Scripture says, “Anyone 
who believes in him will never be put to shame.” 12 For there is no difference 
between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who 
call on him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

• There is only one way into the Kingdom of Heaven. Jews and non-Jews 
enter the kingdom of God through faith in Jesus Christ.  

• Everyone, Jew or non-Jew, who believes in Jesus will be saved! 
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