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(In Romans 12:1-2 Paul called the church of God to becoming “living sacrifices” 
whose minds have been renewed so that they may be able to discern the will of 
God. In the passage which follows he explains how their new way of thinking will 
affect their behavior, first among other Christians, and then, in the world.) 
 
Romans 12:9-21 
 
Verse 9a 
 Love must be sincere.  

• This little sentence is the point of this passage of Scripture! Among 
Christians, love must be sincere. The rest of this passages describes 
“sincere” love. 

 
Verse 9b 
Hate what is evil; cling to what is good.  

• Christians do not hold onto evil records or thoughts about other Christians. 
They see other Christians as sinners who have been saved by God’s grace. 
Instead of holding onto to “bad stuff,” they think about what is good.  

 
Verse 10 
 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. 

• Christians are “devoted” to one another. They will do/give anything to help 
one another even above self. They would sacrifice themselves to help each 
other. 

 
Verse 11 
 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 

• Christians are relentless in their desire to serve God. This means that 
serving God is the most important thing in their lives. God comes first and 
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that means that their service to the Lord is the most important aspect of 
living. 

 
Verse 12 

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 
• No matter what life throws at them Christians know that “their hope is in 

the Lord.”  Since He never fails, they are joyful! They are patient, knowing 
that God will deliver them, and they pray no matter what. 

 
Verse 13 
  Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 

• Christians share their resources with others who are in need.  
 
Verse 14 
 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 

• Even if they feel persecuted, which they will be, they bless those who 
persecute them and do not curse them. 

 
Verse 15 
 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.  

• Christians carry each other’s burdens. They celebrate and mourn together. 
 
Verse 16 
Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate 
with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 

• See verse 18.  
• Living in harmony is determined by an absence of pride. Christians must not 

think more highly of themselves than they ought. They should not be 
conceited, thinking they are more important than others. No task in service 
to God is below a Christian. 
 

Verses 17-20 
17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of 
everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 
everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s 
wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 On 
the contrary: 
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“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 
    if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

• Christians leave things in God’s hands. They do not seek revenge. Instead 
they always take the “high road.”  They know that “God works through all 
things to bring them good” (Romans 8:28). Therefore, they leave things in 
God’s capable hands. 

• Instead, they serve those who persecute them by demonstrating their love 
for them. This may disturb those who are persecuting them. That is neither 
here nor there for the Christian. Because they love sincerely! 

 
 
(These exegetical notes are the foundational study for the sermon entitled Living Sacrifices AMONG THE PEOPLE 
OF GOD. They have been prepared by the Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen. All rights are reserved by 
Cornerstone Fellowship, Coatesville, Pennsylvania, & The Reverend Doctor Charles H. Jensen. They are used here 
by permission.) 
 
 


