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Background: When Joshua died, the conquest of The Promised Land was only partially 
completed. In large part, Israel had followed the instructions of YHWH regarding the 
taking of the land and the destruction of the indigenous population who lived there, but 
Israel had not followed God completely. Large sections of the indigenous population 
remained and were not under Israeli control.  
 
From the time of the occupation (around 1380 BC) until the beginning of the Monarchs 
(1050 BC) Israel was a THEOCRACY, a nation whose king was God. Israel was supposed 
to listen to and follow the word of the Lord, but as we have already seen, Israel was not 
good at following the instructions of YHWH. Her failure to do so left her in trouble time 
and again. Partial obedience to the word of the Lord is disobedience to the word of the 
Lord and always leads to disaster. “Judges provides many examples of the principle that 
OBEDIENCE TO THE LAW BRINGS PEACE, WHEREAS DISOBEDIENCE MEANS OPPRESSION 
AND DEATH” (Charles Ryrie).  This is the constantly repeated lesson of the Book of 
Judges. Judges is the story of the time in Israel’s early history when “Every man did what 
was right in his own eyes” (17:6 and 21:25). This always results in chaos and disaster. 
 
In the Book of Judges a recurrent theme emerges: Step one - The people are following 
the will of YHWH; Step two - The people stop obeying the word of the Lord; Step three - 
An enemy arises that oppresses the people of God; Step four - The people cry out to 
God for help; Step five - God answers Israel’s prayer by sending them a deliverer (a 
judge to lead her, a Messiah); Step six - The people repent and return to the Lord. Then, 
the process begins again. Judges simply repeats this pattern over and over again.  God’s 
people are “stiff necked and disobedient.” God is forever faithful. If God’s people would 
follow God’s word, they could save themselves hardship, worry, pain, etc. But they 
choose to do what seems right in their own eyes. 
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Judges 14:1-20 
 
Verses 1-4 
Samson went down to Timnah and saw there a young Philistine woman. 2 When he 
returned, he said to his father and mother, “I have seen a Philistine woman in Timnah; 
now get her for me as my wife.” 
3 His father and mother replied, “Isn’t there an acceptable woman among your 
relatives or among all our people? Must you go to the uncircumcised Philistines to get 
a wife?” 
But Samson said to his father, “Get her for me. She’s the right one for me.” 4 (His 
parents did not know that this was from the LORD, who was seeking an occasion to 
confront the Philistines; for at that time they were ruling over Israel.) 

• Samson was under a Nazarite vow (see Judges 12 & 13). He was set apart to do 
the Lord’s work. He was dedicated to YHWH. It is important that this special 
commitment was made for him by his parents and was not made of his own free 
will. 

• When he was grown, Samson went to Timnah, a city controlled by the Philistines. 
There he saw a woman who was a Philistine. She was not Hebrew. She followed 
the ways of the Philistines and worshipped their gods. She was an unacceptable 
wife for a young man who was dedicated to YHWH. But Samson “fell in love” with 
her and wanted to marry her. 

• He returned home and “TOLD” his father to make a marriage contract with the 
woman’s parents.  

• His parents warned him that marrying this woman would be a mistake. They 
urged him to choose a Hebrew woman to marry. But Samson insisted on marrying 
the Philistine woman over his parent’s objection (there is no marriage recorded in 
the Bible that is successful if it is made without parental approval).  

• The textual note makes it clear that all this was in YHWH’s plan, but that was 
unknown to Samson’s parents. 

 
Verses 5-7 
5 Samson went down to Timnah together with his father and mother. As they 
approached the vineyards of Timnah, suddenly a young lion came roaring toward 
him. 6 The Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon him so that he tore the lion 
apart with his bare hands as he might have torn a young goat. But he told neither his 
father nor his mother what he had done. 7 Then he went down and talked with the 
woman, and he liked her. 
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• Samson’s parents yield to his request and go with him to Timnah to make the 
marriage covenant with the woman’s parents.  

• On the way there, Samson was attacked by a strong young lion. In the strength 
given him by the Holy Spirit, Samson “tore the lion apart with his bare hands.” 
However, he was alone when this happened. Not even his parents knew about it. 

• The marriage contract was arranged and Samson returned home with his parents 
to await the day of the wedding 

 
Verses 8-9 
8 Some time later, when he went back to marry her, he turned aside to look at the 
lion’s carcass, and in it he saw a swarm of bees and some honey. 9 He scooped out the 
honey with his hands and ate as he went along. When he rejoined his parents, he gave 
them some, and they too ate it. But he did not tell them that he had taken the honey 
from the lion’s carcass. 

• At the appointed time according to the wedding covenant, Samson and his 
parents returned to Timnah. As they passed the place where Samson had killed 
the lion, he turned aside to see the carcass. Bees had built a hive in it. Samson 
scooped up some of the honey and ate it. He also gave some of the honey to his 
parents, but he did not tell them where it came from. 

 
Verses 10-14 
10 Now his father went down to see the woman. And there Samson held a feast, as was 
customary for young men. 11 When the people saw him, they chose thirty men to be his 
companions. 
12 “Let me tell you a riddle,” Samson said to them. “If you can give me the answer 
within the seven days of the feast, I will give you thirty linen garments and thirty sets 
of clothes. 13 If you can’t tell me the answer, you must give me thirty linen garments 
and thirty sets of clothes.” 
“Tell us your riddle,” they said. “Let’s hear it.” 
14 He replied, 
“Out of the eater, something to eat; 
    out of the strong, something sweet.” 
For three days they could not give the answer. 

• As was the custom, before the wedding, the bridegroom gave a dinner for his 
friends. It was a kind of bachelor party. But Samson had no friends at Timnah. So, 
30 young men were chosen to attend Samson’s party.  
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• At the party, Samson set up a game. He said that he would buy each of the men 
attending the dinner a new set of clothing if they could answer his riddle before 
the day of the wedding. If they could not solve the riddle, each of them must give 
him a new set of clothing. 

• The men agreed to play Samson’s game and he gave them the riddle (see verse 
14). 

• For three days, no one was able to solve the riddle. 
 
Verses 15-17 
15 On the fourth day, they said to Samson’s wife, “Coax your husband into explaining 
the riddle for us, or we will burn you and your father’s household to death. Did you 
invite us here to steal our property?” 
16 Then Samson’s wife threw herself on him, sobbing, “You hate me! You don’t really 
love me. You’ve given my people a riddle, but you haven’t told me the answer.” 
“I haven’t even explained it to my father or mother,” he replied, “so why should I 
explain it to you?” 17 She cried the whole seven days of the feast. So on the seventh day 
he finally told her, because she continued to press him. She in turn explained the riddle 
to her people. 

• On the fourth day, the men went to Samson’s bride. They told her to get the 
answer out of him or they would burn down her father’s house. 

• She went to Samson and threw herself on him complaining that he had given the 
young men this riddle to solve but had not trusted her with its solution. She 
continued this for three days. 

• On the seventh day, the day before the wedding, Samson entrusted the answer to 
the riddle to her and she explained the riddle to the young men. 
 

Verses 18-20 
18 Before sunset on the seventh day the men of the town said to him, 
“What is sweeter than honey? 
    What is stronger than a lion?” 
Samson said to them, 
“If you had not plowed with my heifer, 
    you would not have solved my riddle.” 
19 Then the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon him. He went down to 
Ashkelon, struck down thirty of their men, stripped them of everything and gave their 
clothes to those who had explained the riddle. Burning with anger, he returned to his 
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father’s home. 20 And Samson’s wife was given to one of his companions who had 
attended him at the feast. 

• The young men then told Samson the answer to the riddle. Samson realized that 
his bride-to-be had betrayed him because she was the only person other than he 
who knew about the lion.  

• He then killed 30 Philistines at Ashkelon, a nearby town. He stripped them naked 
and gave their clothing to the men who had solved the riddle.  

• Samson went home “burning with anger” at his betrothed because she had 
betrayed him. The marriage was not completed according to the covenant. So, 
the bride’s father quickly made a second covenant of marriage for his daughter 
with one of the young men who had attended Samson’s party. The second 
covenant was completed and the young woman became the wife of someone 
other than Samson.  
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