
1 
 

Exegetical Notes – Judges 17:1-13 
Prepared by Charles H. Jensen for Cornerstone Fellowship 

101 Kylies Road, Coatesville, PA 19320 
610-384-1375 

charleshjensen@aol.com 
 

 
 
Background: When Joshua died, the conquest of The Promised Land was only 
partially completed. In large part, Israel had followed the instructions of YHWH 
regarding the taking of the land and the destruction of the indigenous population 
who lived there, but Israel had not followed God completely. Large sections of the 
indigenous population remained and were not under Israeli control.  
 
From the time of the occupation (around 1380 BC) until the beginning of the 
Monarchs (1050 BC) Israel was a THEOCRACY, a nation whose king was God. Israel 
was supposed to listen to and follow the word of the Lord, but as we have already 
seen, Israel was not good at following the instructions of YHWH. Her failure to do 
so left her in trouble time and again. Partial obedience to the word of the Lord is 
disobedience to the word of the Lord and always leads to disaster. “Judges 
provides many examples of the principle that OBEDIENCE TO THE LAW BRINGS 
PEACE, WHEREAS DISOBEDIENCE MEANS OPPRESSION AND DEATH” (Charles 
Ryrie).  This is the constantly repeated lesson of the Book of Judges. Judges is the 
story of the time in Israel’s early history when “Every man did what was right in 
his own eyes” (17:6 and 21:25). This always results in chaos and disaster. 
 
In the Book of Judges a recurrent theme emerges: Step one - The people are 
following the will of YHWH; Step two - The people stop obeying the word of the 
Lord; Step three - An enemy arises that oppresses the people of God; Step four - 
The people cry out to God for help; Step five - God answers Israel’s prayer by 
sending them a deliverer (a judge to lead her, a Messiah); Step six - The people 
repent and return to the Lord. Then, the process begins again. Judges simply 
repeats this pattern over and over again.  God’s people are “stiff necked and 
disobedient.” God is forever faithful. If God’s people would follow God’s word, 
they could save themselves hardship, worry, pain, etc. But they choose to do 
what seems right in their own eyes. 
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Judges 17:1-13 
 
Verses 1-6 
Now a man named Micah from the hill country of Ephraim 2 said to his mother, 
“The eleven hundred shekels of silver that were taken from you and about which 
I heard you utter a curse—I have that silver with me; I took it.” 
Then his mother said, “The LORD bless you, my son!” 
3 When he returned the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his mother, she said, 
“I solemnly consecrate my silver to the LORD for my son to make an image 
overlaid with silver. I will give it back to you.” 
4 So after he returned the silver to his mother, she took two hundred shekels of 
silver and gave them to a silversmith, who used them to make the idol. And it 
was put in Micah’s house. 
5 Now this man Micah had a shrine, and he made an ephod and some household 
gods and installed one of his sons as his priest. 6 In those days Israel had no 
king; everyone did as they saw fit. 

• The ruling line throughout this section of Judges is, “In those days Israel had 
no king; everyone did as they saw fit.” Everyone does what seems right in 
his own eyes. 

• This story is about a man named Micah who lived among the people of 
Israel in the territory which belonged to the tribe of Ephraim. The text does 
not say that he was FROM the tribe of Ephraim. Apparently, he is not 
Hebrew. He was one of those people who were not driven out when Israel 
occupied the land. 

• Micah had stolen 28 pounds of silver from his mother.  
• For a reason unknown to us, perhaps because his mother had cursed 

whoever had stolen her silver, Micah confessed to his mother that he was 
the one who had taken her silver. 

• She “blessed” him for returning it to her. That means that she did not 
prosecute her son for stealing her money. Instead, she consecrated the 
money to YHWH, the god of Israel, so that her son could have a “carved 
image and a cast idol” made from it. She dedicated the silver to YHWH. 
That means that she declared and set aside this silver to YHWH because she 
saw YHWH as the territorial god of the place in which she lived. She did not 
present it in offering to YHWH. But she dedicated it to him. She clearly does 
not know or follow YHWH. He forbids idols or any other gods (see Exodus 
20:3-6). She does what seems right in her own eyes. She gives the silver 
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back to her son so that he can use it to make a wooden image of a god 
overlaid with silver and a solid silver idol in the name of YHWH. She 
believed that what she was doing would please YHWH. 

• Micah used the silver to do as his mother wished. He put the objects he had 
made in his own house. Micah created a “shrine” at his house. In the shrine 
he placed an ephod, and other images of various gods. He appointed one of 
his sons as the priest of his shrine. He made it an open place of worship, 
where people could come and, for a fee, seek the favor of the gods who 
were in the shrine. He took the fees for himself. Like his mother and the 
people who lived around him, Micah did what seemed right in his own 
eyes. He did that which was in his own best interest. 
 

Verses 7-13 
7 A young Levite from Bethlehem in Judah, who had been living within the clan 
of Judah, 8 left that town in search of some other place to stay. On his way he 
came to Micah’s house in the hill country of Ephraim. 
9 Micah asked him, “Where are you from?” 
“I’m a Levite from Bethlehem in Judah,” he said, “and I’m looking for a place to 
stay.” 
10 Then Micah said to him, “Live with me and be my father and priest, and I’ll 
give you ten shekels of silver a year, your clothes and your food.” 11 So the Levite 
agreed to live with him, and the young man became like one of his sons to 
him. 12 Then Micah installed the Levite, and the young man became his 
priest and lived in his house. 13 And Micah said, “Now I know that the LORD will 
be good to me, since this Levite has become my priest.” 

• One day, a Levite, a member of the tribe of Levi, the tribe set aside by the 
Lord to serve Israel as priests of YHWH, who had been living in the territory 
of Judah left the territory of Judah looking for a new home. When he 
passed Micah’s house the young priest turned in to visit the shrine. Micah 
was there and asked the young priest who he was and where he was going. 
The priest explained it to Micah and Micah offered the priest a job. He 
offered to make the priest the priest of the shrine. Having a Levite as the 
priest of the shrine would make it more attractive to Hebrews in the area. 
Micah would have more visitors to his shrine and could collect higher fees if 
a member of Israel’s priestly family was priest at his shrine. The priest 
accepted Micah’s offer and Micah installed him as the priest at his shrine. 
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• What the priest did was in contradiction to the word of God in many ways. 
But he, apparently, did not see anything wrong with what he was doing. 
Like everyone else, he did what seemed right in his own eyes. Micah’s offer 
was lucrative. The priest would do well in this new position. Why not do 
what was best for himself? 

• Micah continued to do what was in his own best interest. He replaced his 
own son as priest at his shrine, because he saw it as in his best interest to 
do so. That is the same reason he stole his mother’s silver. He was just 
doing what seemed right in his own eyes. 

• Micah’s assumption was that YHWH would be pleased with him because he 
now had a Levite as his priest even though neither he nor the priest 
followed the word of the Lord. 
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